Transmittal History for Revisions to Communications Minors
SBS College Curriculum Committee Minutes, 5-14-07

Communications minor proposals Approved

a. Method for making it clearer to students the options available within Communications 

ASC CCI Subcommittee C Minutes, 10-30-08

Communication minors—sent back


i. Why do minors not correspond to the majors?


iii. Clarification of the intent: 

a. Are they meant to mainly be open to Communication major students? If yes, provide justifications/rationales as to why it makes sense for Communications majors to minor in communications.
b. If they are meant to be open to non-Comm majors, demonstrate how that is possible since most courses have Comm. Major status as a pre-req.  or have courses as pre-reqs that themselves require Comm Major status.

iv. Provide evidence of university rules that students can minor within their majors.

ASC CCI Sub-C Minutes  10-30-08

Communication Minors— Approved with contingency


i. submit course change forms for all minor courses to be open to minor students



(contingent upon the approval of the minors)

ASC CCI Minutes 11-30-07

Communication Minors  Unanimously approved

A)Mike Vasey Sub-C Chair Summary: In general sub committee was favorably impressed and unanimously approved proposal to add and change minors with contingency to open the appropriate courses to minors.  Adds 3 new specialized minors to the one general minor (Communication Technology, Organizational Communication, and Media and Society – describes each).  They felt that the areas and core courses were well designed.

B) P. David: Context – general minor was breadth minor.  Last year after major revision, 4 well-defined focus areas became apparent.  This is a move to develop these into minors, thus benefiting students with the designation of a minor on their transcripts.

C) 3 minor foundational courses are also part of general minor, providing structural congruity

D)Q:  How will advising work for non-Communications students. A:  Will be advertised as other ASC minors.  Students can decide to add minors by talking with an advisor, structure of minor is intuitive and can be approved by and ASC advisor.  Other disciplines will target their students to make them aware of the new minors

E) Q: Are changes coming for general minor?  A:  Right now no, depends on how many students take it and if # decreases, it may be withdrawn at a later date.

F) 20 credits is minimum University requirement for a minor.  Q: Is there a movement to increase this to 25 credit hours?  A: CAA is thinking of a university-wide minor requirement but Associate Deans are considering it in advance.  

i. Q: If general minor is 25 hours, why not decrease it to 20?  A: On general minor, faculty thought that it is better to encourage depth over breadth in the minor.  

ii. Clarification Q: But aren’t interdisciplinary minors 20 credits? A: One can double-count GECs with a minor in most cases, but not all (dept. decision).  Many 25-hour minors have double-counting which reduces them to 15 hours.

G) Clarification:  foundational courses are not pre-reqs to higher-level minor courses.

H) Q: Media and Society Minor: foundational course is 642 – level seems a bit high, but has no pre-reqs – is this an intimidating level for a beginning student?  A; People are already doing this and 642 has a long history, attractive to a wide variety of students.  There was departmental discussion which considered lowering the level to 342, but dept. was hesitant to change it due to its reputation among students. Communications will probably introduce a new course at 300 level that will be a GEC which may eventually replace the function of 642.


I) Currently 70 minors, projection total of about 100-120 minors

J) Q: Graduate students taking 642? Not Comm. grad students and historically no grad students from other areas have taken it.

K) Q: New minors tend to have higher numbers than general minors.  Does this go to depth vs. breadth?  Yes        

